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Frankie Beverly, 77, the “Before I
Let Go” hitmaker with his band Maze,
died Tuesday. The Philadelphia native
founded Maze, under the original
name Raw Soul, in 1970 and would
open for Marvin Gaye, who reportedly
suggested the name change. 

Walt Ehmer, 58, CEO of Waffle
House, has died, the company an-
nounced Sept. 8. Ehmer spent more
than three decades with the Georgia-
based restaurant chain. He died Sept.
7 after a long illness, the board of di-
rectors for Waffle House announced in
a statement to its employees obtained
by USA TODAY. 

Alberto Fujimori, 86, a former Pe-
ruvian president who steered econom-
ic growth during the 1990s but was lat-
er jailed for human rights abuses, died
on Wednesday. His children said on X
that he died after a long battle with
cancer. Under his watch, the feared
leader of the Maoist Shining Path, Abi-
mael Guzman, was captured.

Paul Goldsmith, 98, who was the
oldest living Indianapolis 500 starter,
died Sept. 6 in Munster, Indiana, the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway an-
nounced. Goldsmith, a West Virginia
native, made six straight Indy 500
starts between 1958 and 1963 with his
best finish being third in 1960 in the
No. 99 Demler Epperly/Offy car. 

James Earl Jones, 93, whose acting
career was as rich and resonant as the
iconic voice that gave sinister malevo-
lence to Darth Vader in the “Star Wars”
films, died Sept. 9. On the big screen,
Jones first appeared in 1964’s Cold War
satire “Dr. Strangelove,” the 1970 film
adaptation of “Great White Hope,” and
starred in “Conan the Barbarian”
(1982), “Coming to America” (1988),as
well as the brave Mufasa in Disney’s
1994 “The Lion King” and its 2019 re-
make.

Sérgio Mendes, 83, the Brazilian
musician who brought bossa nova to
international audiences in the 1960s,
died Sept. 5. In a statement shared
with USA TODAY, his family said he
died in Los Angeles surrounded by his
children and his wife of 54 years, Gra-
cinha Leporace Mendes. 

Diondre Overton, 26, a former
Clemson wide receiver, has died. The
school announced Overton’s death on
Sept. 7 but did not reveal a cause.
Overton helped the Tigers capture na-
tional championships in 2016 and
2018. 

Joe Schmidt, 92, a Pro Football Hall
of Fame middle linebacker, has died.
Schmidt’s family said the Detroit Li-
ons legend died Wednesday. No cause
of death was revealed. 

Ron Yeats, 86, former Liverpool
captain and Scotland defender, has
died, the Premier League soccer club
said on Sept. 7. He died on the night of
Sept. 6, having suffered from Alzheim-
er’s disease recently, Liverpool said.

NOTABLE DEATHS

Washington Journal (C-SPAN)

Pollster and communication strate-
gist Frank Luntz discusses “campaign
2024 and political news of the day.”

New York Times senior correspon-
dent Carol Rosenberg discusses “this
week’s 23rd anniversary of the 9/11 at-
tacks and the status of foreign nationals
still being held at the military prison in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.”

The Weekend (MSNBC)

An interview with Michigan Secre-
tary of State Jocelyn Benson.

This week with George
Stephanopoulos (ABC)

Interviews with Gov. Mike DeWine,
R-Ohio and Gov. Maura Healey (D-
Mass.

A look at the results of a new ABC
News/Ipsos poll on the 2024 presiden-
tial race.

A political roundtable with former
DNC chair Donna Brazile; former RNC
chairman Reince Priebus, former Trump
White House chief of staff; National
Public Radio White House correspon-
dent Asma Khalid; and Susan Glasser, a
staff writer at The New Yorker.

U.S. Navy retired Lt. Kevin Shaeffer,
who survived the Sept. 11 attack on the
Pentagon, discusses “his role in the CIA
tracking down Osama bin Laden.”

Fox News Sunday 
with Shannon Bream 

Interviews with Gov. Josh Shapiro,
D-Pa. and Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.

A political roundtable with Meghan
Hays, former Biden White House director
of Message Planning; Axios politics re-
porter Stef Kight; Horace Cooper, chair-
man of Project 21; and Josh Holmes, for-
mer chief of staff to Senate Republican

Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., and co-
host of the “Ruthless Podcast.”

An interview with actor Dennis
Quaid, star of the movie, “Reagan.”

State of the Union with Jake
Tapper and Dana Bash (CNN) 

Interviews with Republican vice
presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-
Ohio, and Gov. Josh Shapiro, D-Pa.

A political roundtable with Rep. Ro
Khanna, D-Calif.; Scott Jennings, for-
mer special assistant to President
George W. Bush; Ashley Allison, former
national coalitions director for Biden-
Harris 2020; and Republican pollster
Brenda Gianiny.

The Hill Sunday with Chris
Stirewalt (NEWS NATION):

An interview with Rep. Tony Gon-
zales, R-Texas.

New York Times columnist David
French discusses “the fallout from the
debate, the state of the race and the fu-
ture of the Republican party as well as
religion’s role in today’s politics.”

A political roundtable with David
French; Tia Mitchell, Washington corre-
spondent at the Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution; Julie Mason, host of Siri-
usXM’s “The Julie Mason Show”; and
Dan Merica, investigative reporter at
the Associated Press.

Sunday Morning Futures with
Maria Bartiromo (FOX NEWS)

Interviews with Sen. Tom Cotton, R-
Ark., and Gov. Ron DeSantis, R-Fla.

An interview with Eric Trump, exec-
utive vice president of the Trump Or-
ganization.

A discussion with Reps. Bryan Steil, R-
Wis., and Cory Mills, R-Fla.; and former
NFL sideline reporter Michele Tafoya,
host of “The Michele Tafoya Podcast.”

FAREED ZAKARIA GPS (CNN)

Interviews with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Yegor Firsov, a
captain sergeant in the Ukrainian Army,
and 15-year old Ukrainian student
named Masha.

MEET THE PRESS WITH
KRISTEN WELKER (NBC)

Interviews with Republican vice
presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-
Ohio, and Transportation Secretary
Pete Buttigieg.

A discussion with NBC News nation-
al political correspondent Steve Kor-
nacki.

A political roundtable with MSNBC
host Symone Sanders-Townsend, for-
mer chief spokesperson to Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris; Marc Short, former
chief of staff to Vice President Mike
Pence; Jonathan Martin, politics bureau
chief and senior political correspondent
at Politico; and NBC News senior Wash-
ington correspondent Hallie Jackson.

FACE THE NATION WITH
MARGARET BRENNAN (CBS)

Interviews with Republican vice
presidential nominee Sen. JD Vance, R-
Ohio, Gov. Wes Moor, D-Md., and IBM
vice chairman Gary Cohn, former direc-
tor of the National Economic Council.

Other guests are: CBS News contrib-
utors Chris Krebs, former director of the
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency; and David Becker, founder
of the Center for Election Innovation &
Research

Media buzz (FOX NEWS)

Interviews with RNC co-chair Lara
Trump and Michael Tyler, communica-
tions director for the Harris presidential
campaign.

Other guests are: Ben Domenech, ed-
itor-at-large at The Spectator; Liz Cla-
man, host of FOX Business Network’s
“The Claman Countdown”; and Carley
Shimkus, host of “Fox & Friends First.”

Inside with Jen Psaki (MSNBC)

An interview with Philippe Reines,
debate adviser to Democratic presiden-
tial nominee Vice President Kamala
Harris.

POLITICSNATION (MSNBC)

An interview with Rep. Yvette Clarke
(D-N.Y.

The Sunday Show (MSNBC)

An interview with Rep. Suzan Del-
Bene, D-Wash, chair of the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee.

An interview with Mary Trump, niece
of Republican presidential nominee for-
mer President Donald Trump and au-
thor.

60 Minutes (CBS)

A report on the January 6, 2021 riot
when Donald Trump supporters
stormed the U.S. Capitol in an attempt
to prevent Congress from certifying Joe
Biden’s 2020 presidential election vic-
tory.

A report on “the growing tensions be-
tween China and the Philippines over
territory in the South China Sea.”

A profile of singer Dua Lipa.

Q&A (C-SPAN)

Author and publisher Peter Osnos
discusses “LBJ and McNamara,” a Sub-
stack serial about “President Johnson
and Secretary of Defense Robert
McNamara’s handling of the Vietnam
War.”

SUNDAY NEWS SHOWS

NEW DELHI – Samsung, Xiaomi and
other smartphone companies colluded
with Amazon and Walmart’s Flipkart to
exclusively launch products on the e-
commerce firms’ Indian websites in
breach of antitrust laws, according to
regulatory reports seen by Reuters. 

Antitrust investigations conducted
by the Competition Commission of In-
dia have found that Amazon and Flip-
kart violated local competition laws by
giving preference to select sellers, prio-
ritizing certain listings, and steeply dis-
counting products, hurting other com-
panies, Reuters reported.

The CCI’s 1,027-page report on Ama-
zon also said the Indian units of five
companies – Samsung, Xiaomi, Moto-
rola, Realme and OnePlus – were “in-
volved in the practice of exclusive”
phone launches in “collusion” with Am-
azon and its affiliates, breaking compe-
tition law. 

In Flipkart’s case, a 1,696-page CCI
report said the Indian units of Samsung,
Xiaomi, Motorola, Vivo, Lenovo and
Realme conducted similar practices.

The inclusion of smartphone makers
like Samsung and Xiaomi in the case
could increase their legal and compli-
ance headaches.

“Exclusivity in business is anathema.
Not only is it against free and fair com-
petition but also against the interest of
consumers,” CCI’s additional director
general G.V. Siva Prasad wrote in the
Amazon and Flipkart reports, in identi-
cal findings.

Reuters is first to report the smart-
phone companies have been accused of
anticompetitive behavior in the CCI’s

reports which are dated Aug. 9 and are
not public.

Xiaomi declined to comment, while
the other smartphone makers did not
respond to requests for comment.

Amazon, Flipkart and the CCI did not
respond.

Both the CCI reports said that during
investigations Amazon and Flipkart
“deliberately downplayed” allegations
of exclusive launches, but officials
found the practice was “rampant.”

Counterpoint Research data shows
that South Korea’s Samsung and Chi-
na’s Xiaomi are two of India’s biggest
smartphone players, together holding
an almost 36% market share, with Chi-
na’s Vivo on 19%.

India’s e-retail market is set to ex-
ceed $160B by 2028, up from $57-60B in
2023, consultancy firm Bain estimates.

The investigation findings are a ma-
jor setback for Amazon and Flipkart in a
key growth market where they have
faced the ire of small retailers for years
for hurting their offline businesses.

The CCI has also said both compa-
nies used their foreign investments to

provide subsidized rates for services
like warehousing and marketing to a
select number of sellers.

Some of the smartphone compa-
nies – Xiaomi, Samsung, OnePlus,
Realme and Motorola – have been or-
dered to submit their financial state-
ments for three fiscal years to 2024,
certified by their auditor, to the CCI,
according to an internal CCI document
dated Aug. 28, also seen by Reuters. 

The investigation into Amazon,
Flipkart and their sellers was triggered
in 2020 by a complaint from an affili-
ate of the country’s biggest retailer as-
sociation, the Confederation of All In-
dia Traders, which has 80 million
members.

The CCI will in coming weeks re-
view any objections to its findings, and
could potentially impose fines along
with mandating companies to change
their business practices, people famil-
iar with the matter said.

Indian retailers have repeatedly ac-
cused Amazon and Flipkart, and
smartphone companies, of exclusive
phone launches online, saying shop-
keepers suffered as they didn’t get the
latest models and customers looked
for them on the shopping websites.

“Exclusive launches had not only
severely affected the ordinary sellers
on the platform but also the brick-and-
mortar retailers who were provided
mobile phones at a much later date,”
both CCI reports said, citing analyses
of data from smartphone companies.

Indian research firm Datum Intelli-
gence estimates that 50% of phone
sales were online last year, up from
14.5% in 2013. Flipkart had a 55% share
in online phone sales in 2023, and Am-
azon 35%.

India accuses Samsung, Xiaomi of
colluding with Amazon, Flipkart
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An antitrust probe in India found that
Amazon and Flipkart gave preference
to select sellers, according to Reuters.
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HOUSTON – Nearly 30% of U.S. Gulf
of Mexico crude oil production and 41%
of its natural gas production remained
offline on Saturday following Hurricane
Francine, the U.S. offshore energy reg-
ulator said. 

Francine churned through prime oil
and gas producing areas in the U.S. Gulf
of Mexico and slammed into Louisiana
with up to 100 miles per hour winds. The
midweek storm toppled trees, flooded
coastal areas and knocked out power
across four states. There were some
37,000 customers in Louisiana without
power on Saturday.

A survey of energy producers showed
more than 522,000 barrels of oil pro-
duction and 755 million cubic feet of
natural gas remained offline on Satur-
day, the Bureau of Safety and Environ-
mental Enforcement said.

Cumulative offshore production
losses this week due to Francine total
1.82 million barrels of crude oil and
4.12 billion cubic feet of natural gas, ac-
cording to BSEE estimates.

There were 52 oil and gas platforms
unmanned by energy workers on Satur-
day, about 14% of the total, down from
171 evacuated offshore platforms at peak
earlier in the week, the offshore regula-
tor said.

Two of Chevron’s platforms were
operating at reduced rates due to an
onshore gas plant disruption, the com-
pany said on Saturday. Full production
at the two – Jack/St. Malo and Big Foot
– will resume after the onshore disrup-
tion is resolved, it said. 

Chevron did not identify the opera-
tor of the gas plant.

The second-largest U.S. oil pro-
ducer said it was continuing to return
workers and restore oil production at
its Anchor and Tahiti platforms that
were shut-in ahead of hurricane Fran-
cine. Initial assessments show neither
suffered significant damages, Chevron
said. 

Gulf of Mexico oil output partially offline after storm
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